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A River Runs Through K Jonathands Journal s

Well, | suppose the most interesting thing | could say about myself is that | am baptized. On a Spring morning in 1969,
at Trinity United Methodist Church in Charleston, SC, someone took me in his arms, sprinkled water on my head,
invoked the holy and blessed name of Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, and claimed my life for the living God. Of
course, | had no idea what was happening to me at the
ti me. But that doesndt r
I didndét know how those bg

fulfilled in my life. One day, | would understand that my §
Father was a United Methodist pastor, and my Mother w§

an English teacher (Il ater dn
how their baptismal promises would shape me as a

Christian, growing up with a love for God and the church,

and also a |l ove of books D W

the congregations that formed me growing up in South
Carolina would love, nurture, and shape me, but they did.

The seeds of it were all right there, right there in my baptism. Recent photo from our daughter
Her husband is John, and we claim him, too!

I didndoét know how God was | eading me when | went to]| co
freshman going into the Wesley Fellowship group on the day that | moved in) | would meet a vivacious, intelligent,
beauti ful young woman named Angela, who is now one ©pof
would go to Grand Rapids, MI and work at the United| Me
during that summer | would feel an unmi stakabl e cal

want to be too much I|ike my Dad. I didndét know that

I didndot know t-dveriteeldfor thai yoling woimaninadmedh Angeld, and that one day she would becofme
the Associate Pastor at some church called Mt. Zion. | was so crazy about her that (even as a student at Duke Divinity
School) | followed her on weekends to the town of Cornelius, and married her in that church. A couple of years later, we
would have our first child (EIl'izabeth) baptized in h a
baptism was preparing me for a moment like July 8, 2018, the first Sunday | walk humbly into that church as one of its

pastors.

I didnét know that after we were married, God woul d| ke
Angela and | would have one other child (Rachel), and we would do our best to balance being parents and pastors, but
most of all children of God. |l didndt know how gracio

loving people over the years, including most recently two churches (one Afriéanerican and one white), who taught me
that racial reconciliation and cooperation were possible, and indeed they were part of the baptismal call of God all
al ong. No, | didnoét know that Godds baptismal plan|fo
But herefs one thing | do know: if youbdve been bapt
hear the stories of how the waters of baptism have been running through your life. May we together discover and
celebrate the adventure of having our sins drowned in the water, and being raised into new life in Jesus Christ.

Peace

Jonathan 1
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MT. ZION FAMILY CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS!

WELCOME

Sunday, July 22nd (following the 11 AM
Service)

From Staff Parish Relations Committee

Please join us in welcoming our new
Co-Senior Pastors,

Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan
Marlowe

Light Refreshments will be served.

June Birth

Arie Alan Moceri was born on
June 8, 2018. Arie is the son of
Andrew and Tiffany Moceri and
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THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION |
EXTENDED T@e family of Doris Lundy on her
death on June 7th and Larry Peretti and family o
the passing of his wife, Anne Peretti, on June

the brother of Oliver oth.

and Quinn.

CONGRATULATIONS! Dear Mt. Zion United Methodist| C
Thank you for your generous dona
community and bring clean watef
your support, we are hopeful tlha

SPECI AL GIFETS WERéaloba! Wat_er _Cr|5|s and provi dle

GI VEN...I N MEMory|/NOgmM n Kristin.

Little a gift wapg|Rgiceeanltyo Wieme to Water voluntlee

cemeter yNf MEMORY | |[GQFfer school, Peace & Joy, fAinadgdlam

Anne Peretti a g||btrowvdergigoencholthea after drinlki

budget . stomach aches and every where |wa
the dirty water. Ever since |we
filters we have safe wateroand| w

_ Notamin and &&eftri beobhhsrchanged| b

Dear friends, generosity of supporters I|like Jyo

| want to thank everyone who a difference, and provide a briig

helped in moving me. | am so a_r;)undfthle wor |l d. Toge:jher we| C

grateful. I pray this will be the grtt orf clean water, and we arpe

: tion.

last move for a long time. | know

all of you were busy and had a Iqgt Than you for supporting elf f

to do but again | thank each and t hos in need

every one of you. Than ou,

Your friend in Christ, Wine to Water

Judy Aho




HAPPENINGS AROUND MOUNT ZION
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ADULT TRAVEL MINISTRIES 'S

Here are two photos of the recent OD Travelers on their trip to Sims Barbecue in Granite Falié,

NC. We had a wonderful meal followed by an excellent band along with clogging entertainmest.
We really had a | ot of fun square Ageatevenny vand
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNI TY
Zion will be participating in the Lake or m
year .
aturdays to work t
310 Clover Stre
: 7:45 to 1: 00 PM
At t i c7, vDoelcukn,t eBel ruse nBeoeadredd
6vol unteers needed
ardwareb5 volunteers needed
pl ease contact Rick Carter
@a bllo meD4p0A4 2, 70&I1716 145

s year ajpnd

hi
et , Moor esfivi | |

Youth VolQonseterisAge oGui Aglis1&@&2 andscaping (mupt I
accompanied by atft5adukapjnggepalating, | andsjcapi
soliétention fencing (accompadiredmbygtamcoaddl wjcod nk
climbing |l adders or operating power tool s. g e s

How to register as a volunteer. .. Pl ease Vvi st
top of page select volunteer. On volunteer pEage

The senior campus committee met early in June and will not meet in July due to the holiday. The
committee is always aware that the need may arise for a called meeting. We continue to make
progress with the developer. We stand by our commitment to share information with you as soon
as the information is solid. Be in prayer as we continue to move forward.

Thank you
Sr. Campus Committee

J
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JUNE 24TH SERVICE AT MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Reminiscent of a tent revival, hundreds gathered on the

front lawn of Mt. Zion on June 24th for a Spirit filled

"UNITED" 10 AM worship led by the laity. A wide variety
of music from children, youth and adults lifted joyful

praise to the Lord for the blessings that He has poured

out on our church and community. The wonderful message,

delivered by Shawna Sherrill, centered on Christéos
for us and His command that we love one another, even as

He has loved us. She reminded us that it is through this

expression of |l ove for one amember 0t aat we Ar e

the body of Christ, we forgive one another, and we grow
as the body of Christ.

We would like to thank all of those who helped plan and serve at this special

event, and a big thank - you to the prayerful generosity of so many who donated the

cost of the tent, the bounce houses, the fried chicken, the snow cone truck, games

and all the wonderful drinks, side dishes and waters. This event could not have
been this successful nor special without everyone's prayers and generosity.

While this special 10 AM service on the front lawn had a Homecoming - like feel to
it, please be reminded that we will still hold Homecoming this Fall. Stay tuned
for more details!

Thank you!
The Growth & Vitality Team




