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   IN TOUCH... The Newsletter of the Mt. Zion Family 

A River Runs Through It  -               Jonathanõs Journals 

Well, I suppose the most interesting thing I could say about myself is that I am baptized.   On a Spring morning in 1969, 

at Trinity United Methodist Church in Charleston, SC, someone took me in his arms, sprinkled water on my head,         

invoked the holy and blessed name of Father, Son, and  

Holy Spirit, and claimed my life for the living God.  Of 

course, I had no idea what was happening to me at the 

time.  But that doesnõt really matter.  God did. 

I didnõt know how those baptismal promises would be    

fulfilled in my life.  One day, I would understand that my   

Father was a United   Methodist pastor, and my Mother was 

an English teacher (later a school librarian).  I didnõt know 

how their baptismal promises would shape me as a      

Christian, growing up with a love for God and the church, 

and also a love of books and learning.  I didnõt know how 

the  congregations that formed me growing up in South  

Carolina would love, nurture, and shape me, but they did.  

The seeds of it were all right there, right there in my baptism.            Recent photo from our daughter Elizabethõs wedding.                                                         

                            Her husband is John, and we claim him, too!                    
I didnõt know how God was leading me when I went to college at Emory University in Atlanta, GA.  I didnõt know how (as a 

freshman going into the Wesley Fellowship group on the day that I moved in) I would meet a vivacious, intelligent,    

beautiful young woman named Angela, who is now one of your pastors.  I didnõt know that during the summer of 1990 I 

would go to Grand Rapids, MI and work at the United Methodist Community House with inner city kids.  I didnõt know that 

during that summer I would feel an unmistakable call to ordained ministry, which I had been ignoring because I didnõt 

want to be too much like my Dad.   I didnõt know that my baptism would be unfolding in all these ways, but God did. 

I didnõt know that I would fall head-over-heels for that young woman named Angela, and that one day she would become 

the Associate Pastor at some church called Mt. Zion.  I was so crazy about her that (even as a student at Duke Divinity 

School) I followed her on weekends to the town of Cornelius, and married her in that church.  A couple of years later, we 

would have our first child (Elizabeth) baptized in that church.  I didnõt know that the God who had claimed me in my   

baptism was preparing me for a moment like July 8, 2018, the first Sunday I walk humbly into that church as one of its     

pastors.   

I didnõt know that after we were married, God would keep on working on me for the next 25 years in various churches.  

Angela and I would have one other child (Rachel), and we would do our best to balance being parents and pastors, but 

most of all children of God.  I didnõt know how gracious God would be to me, allowing me to be a pastor to such kind and 

loving people over the years, including most recently two churches (one African-American and one white), who taught me 

that  racial reconciliation and cooperation were possible, and indeed they were part of the baptismal call of God all 

along.  No, I didnõt know that Godõs baptismal plan for me would unfold in this way. 

But hereõs one thing I do know: if youõve been baptized at any age, then God has claimed your life, too.  I would love to 

hear the stories of how the waters of baptism have been running through your life.  May we together discover and       

celebrate the adventure of having our sins drowned in the water, and being raised into new life in Jesus Christ.   

Peace 

Jonathan 

                     WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY AT 8:30, 9:45 AND 11:00 AM                                  

Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Co-Senior Pastors                

Rev. Tony Moreau: Associate Pastor                  
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MT. ZION FAMILY CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS!  

June  Birth 

 Arie Alan Moceri was born on 

June 8, 2018.  Arie is the son of 

Andrew and Tiffany Moceri and 

the brother of Oliver 

and Quinn.         

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
WELCOME 

Sunday, July 22nd (following the 11 AM                 

Service)  

From Staff Parish Relations Committee  

Please join us in welcoming our new                  

Co-Senior Pastors,  

Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan 

Marlowe  

Light Refreshments will be served.  

Dear Mt. Zion United Methodist Church, 

Thank you for your generous donations to help us serve in 

community and bring clean water to people in need! With 

your support, we are hopeful that we might be able to end the  

Global Water Crisis and provide a future for more kids like        

Notamin Kristin. 

Recently, Wine to Water volunteers met Notamin  Kristin at 

her school, Peace & Joy, in Uganda.  Notamin said, ñI and my 

brother got cholera after drinking dirty water.  Before we had 

stomach aches and every where was paining me because of 

the dirty water.   Ever since we got jerry cans that have          

filters we have safe water and we cannot get diseases.ò 

Notamin and her brotherôs life has changed because of the 

generosity of supporters like you.  Collectively, we can make 

a difference, and provide a brighter future for more children 

around the world.  Together we can find purpose through the 

gift of clean water, and we are so grateful for your contribu-

tion.   

Thank you for supporting our efforts to bring clean water to 

those in need. 

Thank you, 

Wine to Water 

 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS        

EXTENDED TO the family of Doris Lundy on her 

death on June 7th and Larry Peretti and family on 

the passing of his wife, Anne Peretti,  on June 

9th. 

 

 

Dear friends, 

I want to thank everyone who 

helped in moving me.  I am so 

grateful.  I pray this will be the 

last move for a long time.  I know 

all of you were busy and had a lot 

to do but again I thank each and 

every one of you. 

Your friend in Christ, 

Judy Aho 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS WERE             
GIVEN...IN MEMORY  OF Nancy 
Little a gift was given to the           
cemetery fund. IN MEMORY OF 
Anne Peretti a gift was given to the 
budget.  
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ADULT TRAVEL MINISTRIES                                                                                                      

Here are two photos of the recent OD Travelers on their trip to Sims Barbecue in Granite Falls, 

NC. We had a wonderful meal followed by an excellent band along with clogging entertainment. 

We really had a lot of fun square dancing and line dancing to the bandõs music.  A great evening 

out! 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY                                                                                                 
Mt. Zion will be participating in the Lake Norman Faith Coalition home build again this 

year.  
We only have 3 Saturdays to work this year and we only need a few folks each day. 
Project location:  310 Clover Street, Mooresville 
Workday Schedule: 7:45 to 1: 00 PM 

7/28    Sheath Roof, Attic, Deck, Blue Board    7 volunteers needed 

9/8      Flooring - Laminate                               6 volunteers needed 

9/29    Interior Hardware                                  5 volunteers needed     
If interested please contact Rick Carter at:                                              
 CCarter502@aol.com, Home 704-948-1642, Cell  704-770-6145 

 

Youth Volunteers ï Construction ï Age Guidelines-Ages 12-13 ï landscaping (must be                

accompanied by an adult), Ages 14-15 cleaning, painting, landscaping and installing         

soil-retention fencing (accompanied by an adult only). Ages 16-17: most construction tasks,  

climbing ladders or operating power tools. Ages 18+ all construction tasks 

How to register as a volunteer... Please visit our website www.ourtownshabitat.org and at 

top of page select volunteer. On volunteer page select sign up today (Volunteer Up). 

The senior campus committee met early in June and will not meet in July due to the holiday. The 

committee is always aware that the need may arise for a called meeting. We continue to make 

progress with the developer. We stand by our commitment to share information with you as soon 

as the information is solid. Be in prayer as we continue to move forward.  

Thank you  

Sr. Campus Committee  

HAPPENINGS AROUND MOUNT ZION  
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JUNE 24TH SERVICE AT MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

Reminiscent of a tent revival, hundreds gathered on the 

front lawn of Mt. Zion on June 24th for a Spirit filled 

"UNITED" 10 AM worship led by the laity.  A wide variety 

of music from children, youth and adults lifted joyful 

praise to the Lord for the blessings that He has poured 

out on our church and community.  The wonderful message, 

delivered by Shawna Sherrill, centered on Christôs love 

for us and His command that we love one another, even as 

He has loved us.  She reminded us that it is through this 

expression of love for one another that we ñre-memberò as 

the body of Christ, we forgive one another, and we grow 

as the body of Christ.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank all of those who helped plan and serve at this special 

event, and a big thank - you to the prayerful generosity of so many who donated the 

cost of the tent, the bounce houses, the fried chicken, the snow cone truck, games 

and all the  wonderful drinks, side dishes and waters.  This event could not have 

been this successful nor special without everyone's prayers and generosity.  

 

While this special 10 AM service on the front lawn had a  Homecoming - like feel to 

it, please be reminded that we will still hold Homecoming this Fall.  Stay tuned 

for more details!  

Thank you!  

The Growth & Vitality Team  


