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Dear disciples at Mt. Zion,
On the first day of every month, I block time for reflection and prayer for the month
that is just finished. What has happened to celebrate? What disappointments, challenges and heartaches did the month bring? Did I fully recognize and savor what is
good? Am I still struggling with the challenges? Is there any unforgiveness smoldering in my heart? Do I start the new month right with God?
I have followed this reflective practice for years and I highly recommend it. It is the
same pattern I use for nightly prayer. And I highly recommend it. Life is so intense
and so fast-paced that reflection and prayer has become all the more important.
Everywhere we turn, people are anxious, reactive, ready to fight, quick to judge and
condemn. Loss of perspective is at every hand. It may – or it may not—settle down
after the election. We can’t depend on external circumstances to keep our faith
strong and vital.
The persistent negativity of the culture means that there is no more challenging –
and no more important—time to keep the Christian perspective and give a witness to
the difference Christ makes in our hearts. As I observe people, listen to conversations and read Facebook posts, people are struggling to keep perspective in our present sea of negativity. We can – and should—be examples for people to follow of
what is right and good and holy. Discouragement faces us at every turn.
October will be a fabulous month for Mt. Zion. We have inspiring highlights every
week. Be sure to invite your friends to Woody Washam Day October 9th. We are
blessed by Woody’s gift – true gift—for playing the organ for worship. How remarkable
that he has been playing the organ for Mt. Zion for 50 years! That is really something
to celebrate! We will have the special service of music and appreciation at 11:00
with a reception following.
The rest of the month will be dedicated to helping us stay on track with Godguidance for living in these troubled times. Our Wesleyan tradition is rich with wisdom and our worship will be focusing on Methodism’s “3 Simple Rules” – good guidance, practical wisdom for living as disciples. If you have read the 3 simple rules, you
will be blessed. If you have no idea what the Methodist 3 Simple Rules are, you will
be blessed. It is a treasure-house of wisdom that will, whenever applied, help us
keep our bearings and give a witness to God’s transforming love.
When I look back across September, we had a wonderful month at Mt. Zion. The
church-wide picnic on the lawn, the startup of youth programs, music programs, children programs, Wednesday night worship, missions and a variety of Bible study/
spiritual growth groups. We have a fabulous staff, dedicated leaders in every area of
church life and a caring congregation. In a world where there are things to be discouraged about on every hand, Mt. Zion offers a bright spot of God’s hope and love.
Let’s celebrate all that is good. Keep the church on your priority list. It is the best
hope we have for keeping perspective and keeping our hearts holy. It is my joy and
privilege to share with a church that is such a bright spot of God’s love. Mary John
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Wednesday Night Worship
6:40-7:30 – Sanctuary
On October 19th Wednesday Night Worship, we will
begin a new worship series: Paul & Politics. What
can we learn from the Apostle Paul about our role as
Christians during this political season and the next 4
years with a new president?
On October 26th there will not be a Wednesday Night
Worship. Instead, we will have “Great Pumpkin”
Dinner and Trunk or Treating. There will be a free
church-wide meal beginning at 6 pm. This is followed by an outdoor movie and trunk or treating for
the children. (Dressing up is optional). This is a great
time for fellowship and connecting with each other in
a different way than we get to in worship. We hope
you will participate in this wonderful evening together.

77th Annual Mt. Zion
UMC BBQ
Saturday, November 5,
2016
11:00 AM - 6:00 PM (or the food is
gone!)
More INFO on page 5
3rd Sunday Food & Fellowship will convene on October
16th at the Huntersville Family Restaurant at 105 S.
Statesville Rd. in Huntersville. We will meet
at 12:15-12:30 after the 11:00 service. Come meet your fellow church members; we look forward to seeing you then.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
VETERANS CELEBRATION
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NEW PROGRAM —DRAMA
MINISTRY
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ATTENTION VETERANS—RSVP
NEEDED
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MT. ZION FAMILY CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS!
Taylor Michelle Swing and Zachary Paul Tirpak were
married on September 4, 2016 at Richie Hill in Concord,
NC. Taylor and Zach met during a Mt. Zion ASP trip in
2009. They will continue their lives together in Ft.
Worth, TX. Taylor is the daughter of Martin & Brenda
Swing (Denver, NC) and Zach is the son of Ken and
Paula Tirpak (Cannonsburg, PA).

September Birth
Emerson Worth Stanford was born September 5. He
is the son of Jessica & Geoff Stanford, the grandson
of Scott and Viki Hollingsworth and the great grandson of Katy Hollingsworth. CONGRATULATIONS!

David E. Johnson
11811 Bailey Rd. Cornelius 28031
704-892-6896

SEPTEMBER BAPTISMS
Rebecca Lynn Caldwell was baptized on September 11
at the 11:00 service. She is the daughter of Lynn and
Kevin and the granddaughter of Buddy & Judy Caldwell.
Brody Hamilton Ritchie was baptized at the 8:30 service
on September 18. He is the son of Stephanie & Cory
Ritchie.

CHRISMON WORKSHOPS
in the Education Building Room 205
October 17

9 am & 6 pm

Classes are for beginners and intermediates.
We have Chrismon kits for all.

Declan David Carper was baptized at the 11:00 service
on September 25. He is the son of Emily & Damien
Carper.

Chrismon Workshop
Come to the Chrismon Workshop and you will appreciate even more the beautifully decorated tree in our Sanctuary during the Christmas season. Even if you do not choose to
make one, you will learn the history and understand all the many hours of dedicated year
round service in wrapping, storing, repairing, inventory, costs, preparation and see how
long it takes to make just one. Delores Edwards and Fran Conard are the leaders and have
been working with the Chrismons for many years. In fact, Delores has been active for 40
plus years. Some of the ornaments still used date back to the beginning and some have
been retired over time. They buy quality beads, take courses to learn, and get certified,
make up kits with instructions and supplies, and they even have a beautiful meaning to tell
about each one. They help you all the way in making the ornament and then each one is
numbered and they record it with your name into the History book of the church. You can
see they each put in many hours of loving service. It will make you proud to think a Chrismon you made is a part of the meaningful Christmas decorations of our church tree. Submitted by: Minerva Bullock

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED TO ...Kurt
Pasewaldt and family on the death
of his father, Dieter Pasewaldt on
September 7...Rodney Mayhew &
family on the death of his brother,
James Campbell, on September
10....the family of Grace Robinson
who died on September 30.

Sunday, November 13th our
church will be
honoring our
Veterans with a
meal after the
11:00 service. If
you are able to
help set up, serve or clean up
please call Jan Horton (704-7372786). Time frame for the day’s
activities are 10:30 until 2:00. In
advance, I thank you for you help.

SPECIAL GIFTS WERE GIVEN... IN HONOR OF Phil Jackson, for his years of teaching Sunday School and Disciple, a gift was given to the Mission Fund...IN
N MEMORY OF James
Campbell, a gift was given to the Cemetery Fund; IN MEMORY OF Dr. James Shepherd, a
gift was given to the Mission Fund; IN MEMORY OF Larry Simpson, a gift was given to the
Mission Fund; IN MEMORY OF Mr. & Mrs. C.O. Davis, a gift was given to the Music Fund;
IN MEMORY OF Jim Elsmore, a gift was given to the Mission Fund.
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Children’s Ministry News

10/16/16 - Sunday
Children’s Ministry will present Bibles to children 4 yrsyrs-old and those in 1st Grade at the 11:00 service.
10/26/16 - Great Pumpkin Dinner and Trunk or Treat
6:00pm6:00pm-8:00pm
Please join us for an awesome night!! Enjoy a free dinner, an outdoor movie, and give out candy to the
kids from your trunks! Everyone is invited, costumes are welcome (not too scary).
Sunday PM Kids Programming:
Bible Buddies @ 2:00pm in the FLC Youth Room
6 week study on John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules, last class 10/30/16
Children K-5th grade
Children’s Choirs are 2:45pm-3:30pm. Children participating in Bible Buddies will be brought to choir
classes.
Wednesday Night Kids Programming:
G3 @ 6:30pm in the FLC Gym
G3 stands for Give God Glory-kids are learning how to give God glory in every part of their life, last
class 10/19/16
Children 4(yrs-old)- 5th grade
** ISO Acolytes: please contact Crystal if you have a 3rd-6th grade child who is interested**

Mt. Zion Children’s Ministry is on Facebook! Please check out and like our page for upcoming
events, pictures, and information. https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/
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Mt. Zion is starting a Drama Ministry! Storytelling is one of the most powerful forms of communication God has
given to us and drama is an incredibly potent way to tell God’s story. You are invited to participate in an amazing
opportunity to share the story of God and God’s people through the creative avenue of Mt. Zion’s Drama Ministry.
The Drama team will use their theatrical and artistic gifts and talents
on occasion during Sunday and Wednesday services and at other opportunities that arise to be used for God to help share God’s love. We are
looking for team members of all ages and all skills: Actors, Script Writers, Directors, Artists (Prop Builders, Scene Painters, Wardrobe). If
you have an interest in the creative arts and would like to be a part of
this exciting ministry please contact Pastor Tony Moreau. Phone or
text 828-447-8992 or email tmoreau@mtzionumc.net if you would like
to take part. Once we know who is interested we will set a meeting date
and time to get started.

BACKPACK FOOD MINISTRY can use your help!
We are blessed to have wonderful volunteers this school year to sponsor students with our Backpack
Food Ministry. These children from J.V. Washam Elementary, depend on us for their weekend
meals. However, we do find there is more need than we expected. We could use your help!! In order
to serve additional children, we hope the caring people at Mt. Zion will consider donating food for our
program. There are already four food collection bins located around our church campus that have been used for Ada
Jenkins Food Pantry. They will now double as a drop off point for both the food pantry at Ada Jenkins, as well as our
Backpack Ministry. They've been given a face lift...look for the bright blue cans! On the front, you'll find suggested
food list for both these programs.
The food items we suggest for October:

BACKPACK FOOD MINISTRY

ADA JENKINS FOOD PANTRY

packaged meals (Hormel Completes, Banquet Homestyle Bakes)

canned meat

vegetables (preferably in plastic containers to reduce the weight of the bag)

canned vegetables

milk (white or chocolate in single serving sizes)

corn muffin mix

* For the Backpack Ministry, we appreciate if you can consider the weight of your items
that the children will have to carry home. Choose plastic versus cans when possible.
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77th Annual Mt. Zion UMC BBQ
Saturday, November 5, 2016
11:00 AM - 6:00 PM (or the food is gone!)
This is a CHURCH WIDE mission event with 100% of the
proceeds supporting missions.

The Sonseekers want EVERYONE to be included in this annual event! We have several
ways you can be involved:

VOLUNTEER: We need volunteers – no amount of time or effort is too small! Work
has already started. Come the day of the BBQ or work in the days leading up to it. You can
sign up on the website – www.mtzionumc.net.

DONATE: We need desserts to share! Desserts can be dropped off at the Family Life
Center from 9:00 – 5:00 Friday, November 4th, or as you arrive the morning of November
5th.

ATTEND, INVITE OTHERS and ENJOY:
•

Food is available in the country style dining room or through our take out line.
Food selection includes: $9 BBQ Plate or 3 Sandwiches…$10 per lb. of BBQ…
$1.50 per lb. slaw……$5 Kid’s Meal (Corn Dog, Chips, Cookie, Drink)

•

Please join us in the dining room (Family Life Center) at lunch time for LIVE Entertainment!

BE A SPONSOR:
Your $25 Donation entitles you to name a flying pig and sponsor the event by helping
to offset costs. Sponsorship dollars (along with your pig’s name) can be given to
any Sonseeker member – we will name your pig on the bulletin board outside our
classroom (Room 205) and proudly display all the pigs on BBQ day!
After many requests our BBQ T-shirts will be on sale this year – the $15 shirts will be
available in youth and adult sizes. Shirts can be ordered following all three
church services on October 9th and 16th or by contacting Deana King
(dking2002@att.net).
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Music Notes

bulletin from November 8, 1964. Woody grew up at Mt.
Zion where both of his parents were active members. He
attended Cornelius Elementary School, J.M. Alexander
Woody Washam Sun- Middle School and North Mecklenburg High
School. Woody went on to attend Catawba College where
day
he received a BA degree in Business Administration and a
A celebration honoring Woody minor in Music.
Washam for 50+ years as orWoody has served in the banking community for 44
ganist for Mt. Zion United
Methodist will take place dur- years. He is presently Senior Vice President for Carolina
ing the 11 am worship service Trust. Woody Washam is married to Sharon Hobson
on October 9, 2016. A recep- Washam. They have two adult children, Bryan Washam
and Kristin Washam LaChapelle. They are also the proud
tion following the service will
grandparents of five beautiful grandchildren.
be in the Stough Family Life
Center.
All are invited to join the Mt. Zion family to honor Woody

Mr. Washam is a lifelong resident of Cornelius and member of Mt. Zion UMC. He has
served a variety of
local civic organizations as both leader
and board member. Currently Woody
serves the following
organizations: Vice
Chairman of Visit Lake
Norman, Board of Directors for United Way
of Central Carolinas,
Mooresville-Lake Norman, Little Smiles of
NC, Rotary Club of
North Mecklenburg,
Arts and Science
Council, Lake Norman
EDC, CRTPO. He
was elected as Cornelius Mayor Pro Tem in
2013 and continues to
serve in that position.

Washam on Sunday, October 9, 2016.

The first record of
Woody leading worship at Mt. Zion is a

spouses of deceased Veterans in the Family Life
Center. Please call the church office (704-892
-8566) no later than Monday November 7th
Sunday, November 13th Mt. Zion 2016 to reserve
will honor our Veterans. We are your seat.
asking all Veterans to meet on the
front steps of the church that Sunday at 10:30 so that you may enter as a group. After the 11:00
service there will be a meal for our
Veterans and spouse and

ATTENTION MT. ZION VETERANS
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REMINDER:
REMINDER Please send any
articles you would like to have
included in the next issue of
the newsletter to the church
by November 1.

MT. ZION UMC UNAUDITED
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
1/1/16 - 9/30/16
2016 General Fund Budget: $1,280,548

I cannot
begin to
thank this
congregation enough
for all the
prayers,
cards, food,
gifts and encouragement that you
have given me during my past hospitalization, surgery and recovery. You
have been the best kind of Christian
community and I am certain your love
has been part of my healing. I will
always be grateful. Mary John

Budget Gifts: $ 748,626

Associate Pastors:
Rev. Joel Simpson
jsimpson@mtzionumc.net
Rev. Tony Moreau
tmoreau@mtzionumc.net
Director of Music Ministries:
Dr. Marcy Mittelstadt
mmittelstadt@mtzionumc.net

mkalkan@mtzionumc.net
All 1st through
5th graders are
invited to join
Cub Scouts...

General Fund Cash On Hand: $157,780
Capital Fund Gifts Received: $12,965
Capital Fund Expenses: $9,556

When- Tuesday
nights

Capital Fund Cash On Hand: $20,958

Please contact Margaret Langston if you
have questions.

mdye@mtzionumc.net

Melanie Kalkan

Budget Expenses: $ 812,819

Information reflects contributions postmarked prior to October 1 and received
as of date of printing.

Senior Pastor: Dr. Mary John Dye

Assistant Director

THANK YOU!

Funds Received for Helping Hands
(Pastor's Discretionary Fund) $4,938

Staff

Director of Christian Education:
Crystal Parrish
cparrish@mtzionumc.net
Associate Director Christian Ed

Time- 6:30

Kim Webb

Where- Mount Zion UMC Gym

kwebb@mtzionumc.net

For more information contact
Mauricio Restrepo at restrepom1@gmail.com
Jeanine Eisley 703-395-0926
or Jeanine.eisley@gmail.com

Director of Youth: Matt Sherrill
msherrill@mtzionumc.net
Office Manager/Treasurer:
Manager/Treasurer
Margaret Langston
mlangston@mtzionumc.net
Administrative Assistant:
Mary Ellen Westmoreland

SEPTEMBER 2016
ATTENDANCE:
September 4: 8:30: 105; 9:45:
90; 11: 164 = 359
September 11: 8:30: 97; 9:45:
112; 11: 228=437
September 18: 8:30: 105; 9:45:
102; 11: 217 = 424
September 21: 40
September 25: 8:30: 107; 9:45:
105 ; 11: 212 = 424

The mission of MT. ZION UMC
STEPHEN MINISTRY is to provide confidential and compassionate lay ministry
to our congregation and community who
face difficult life transitions; enhancing
and bridging the Christian care provided
by our clergy. Please pray for those
serving in this ministry and those being
served. Please
call
the
church office or talk with any
of our Stephen Ministers or
Pastors if you or someone
you know is in need of a
Stephen Minister.

mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net

Part Time Assistant: Ginny Wilkins
Custodian:
Donnelly Sherrill (pt security)
Preschool Director: Becky Metzger
sonshinepre@bellsouth.net
——————————————————————————————————————————-

Church Phone:
Phone 704-892-8566
Fax: 704-892-3143
Youth House:
House 704-892-7825
Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654
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E-mail: mlangston@mtzionumc.net

“MAKING, MATURING, MOBILIZING DISCIPLES FOR CHRIST”

MEN OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME to attend a MEN’S
COMMUNITY PRAYER BREAKBREAKFAST held each Wednesday
from 7-8 am at the Cookhouse Restaurant located at
20936 Torrence Chapel Road
in Cornelius. It is led on alternate weeks by the ministerial
staffs of Mt. Zion UMC and
Bethel Presbyterian.

All women of the church and
community are invited to join
the WOMEN OF ZION on the
first Tuesday of each month
at Acropolis. We meet
at 7:00 pm for fellowship
and a devotional program.
Please contact us
at mzwoz1@gmail.com if you
have questions or need more
information. We look forward
to seeing you the
first Tuesday of each month!
To receive meeting reminders, text the message
@womenofz to 81010.

MOMS – Mothers Offering Mutual Support
meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the
church Parlor at 7:00 pm. Young moms
from pregnancy through preschool age children are welcome.
COAP = Children
Of Aging Parents will meet
C
the 3rd Wednesday night in October (19th)
at 7:30 pm in the Parlor. All our circumstances are different with parents at different stages of care and need. The shared
goal of giving them the best support possible
for this stage of their lives is the common
bond of those who gather to share and pray.
All are welcome.
NEW BEGINNINGS meets the 3rd Monday of
each month at Duckworth’s in Cornelius at
11:45 am. We currently have 92 members of
widows and widowers. We bowl, go to movies, take tours and just have friendship with
others that have lost a spouse.
We have something going on all the time!
Contacts: Barbara Broadway Lackey:
email: bbroadway47@gmail.com 704-9967000 or Shirley Ranson:
email: Shirley@ransonteam.com 704-9040973
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YOU ARE INVITED...DRESS
INVITED...DRESS A GIRL
MEETS THE SECOND AND FOURTH
WEDNESDAY OF EACH
MONTH in the youth room
at 6:30.
Everyone is welcome!!
We will teach. No experience necessary. Bringing
your own sewing machine is
welcome, but not necessary.
Also, we are seeking missionaries to take our
dresses around the world. You may contact
Robin Lambert for information. rllambert96@gmail.com.

The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINISMINISTRY invite you to join them on Wednesday
mornings at 10:30 to knit/crochet prayer
shawls and baby blankets. No matter
what your skill level may be, there is a
place for you. If you are interested in
learning how to knit, they can help with
that, as well. (Yarn is provided.) They
meet in the church Parlor (located on the
upper level of the Family Life Center) and
hope to see you soon!

